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Welcome to the Second 
Edition of Quedgeley Parish 
Council’s Newsletter. The 
launch of the Parish Plan was a 
very important milestone for 
Quedgeley in setting out your 
vision for the future of the area. 
This would not have been 
possible without the help of 
Jonathan Magee of 
Gloucestershire Housing 
Association, Sinead Barker of 
Gloucestershire Rural 
Community Council, Marry 
Morgan of West 
Gloucestershire Primary Care 
Trust, PC Mark Peer, Officers 
from various Departments of the 
County and City Councils, 
Councillors and Staff at the 
Parish Council and most 
importantly you the residents of 
Quedgeley. Without this 
valuable assistance we could 
not have achieved what we 
have and for this I owe you 
everyone involved a great deal 
of thanks. Together we can now 
move on to put the words into 
actions and I look forward to 
keeping you informed of what 
has been achieved.    
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IMPORTANT BLUEPRINT FOR 

QUEDGELEY LAUNCHED AT SHOW 

The ‘blueprint’ for the future of Quedgeley was launched at the village’s show on 
Saturday 16th July 2005. The Parish Plan sets out the vision for the community’s 
future and identifies the action needed to tackle local problems and areas of 
concern. The plan to’ Improve the quality of life enjoyed in Quedgeley’ includes 
everything that is relevant to the people who live and work in the Parish, from 
facilities for young people to traffic issues and crime reduction. 
 
Those attending the launch included Gloucestershire Rural Community Council, 
one of the partners spearheading the delivery of the plan. Sinead Barker of GRCC 
expressed delighted in the number of residents who came forward and expressed 
interest. She says:  
 
“We had over 50 copies of the plan to give away and all of them went in about an 
hour. Quedgeley residents are really interested in this important vision and really 
embracing their future.” 

Kevin  Tudor, Chair 
of Quedgeley Com-
munity Trust, Peter 
Richardson, Parish 
Clark and Council-
lor Tony Hunt cele-
brate the launch of 
the Parish Plan at 
the Quedgeley 
Show….  
 
 
 



 In the last issue of the      
newsletter we detailed the     
results of the survey           
about what you want for 
Quedgeley. Many of you got 
back to us with your questions 
 
Jonathan Magee from 
Gloucestershire Housing   
Association  answers some of 
these 
 
Why develop a parish plan? 
 
Producing a plan has : 
 
• Allowed local people 

to determine the future 
of the parish. 

 
 
• Developed 

confidence within the 
parish, city and county 
council that members 
are accurately 
reflecting local views. 

 
• Helped co-ordinate 

action between local 
organisations, 
community groups and authorities. 

 
• Ensured a plan is available to 

feed into city and county policies, 
plans and strategies. 

 
• Provided evidence of need for 

funding applications. 
 
What does the Parish Plan mean for  
the residents of Quedgeley? 
 
The Parish Plan contains a set of    
objectives, each with an action plan 
detailing the specifics of how the     
objective will be delivered. Local 
stakeholders, including organisations 
and volunteers, will be working         
together to deliver the action plans 
identified.  
 

Three key ‘priorities for change’ are also 
identified. These are the most  urgent 
local priorities that require attention.  
 
Where possible, the Parish Plan    
contains timescales by which the      
organisations mentioned earlier wish to 
deliver.  
 
What are its objectives? 
 
The following six objectives will guide 
the work of those involved in delivering 
the Quedgeley Parish Plan. These  
objectives are based on the needs and 
aspirations of local people.  
 

1. To improve the 
sustainability of the transport 
network serving Quedgeley. 
 
2. To increase the 
provision of leisure, retail 
and social activities for all 
ages in appropriate 
locations.  
 
3. To improve the health 
of local residents and 
access to health services. 
 
4. To reduce the level of 
crime and the fear of crime.  

 
5. To improve the quality and 

enjoyment of the local 
environment.  

 
6. To support Quedgeley’s parents 

with younger children and the 
development of early year 
childcare provision. 

 
‘Priorities for change’: 
 
Based on the views of local people, the 
following three issues are those deemed 
to be the most important in improving 
the quality of life enjoyed by local people 
now.  
 
1. More activities and support should 

be provided for Quedgeley’s 
children and young people.  

 
60% of households think that young 
people hanging around in groups is 
a problem. 55% of households would 
like to see improved sports facilities 
for young people & a Youth Café. 

 
This will be achieved by:  

 
• Providing a SAFE (youth facility) 

for young people, and more 
evening time activities (by 2006) 

• Developing a youth café (by 
2005/06) 

• Providing more computer/ 
internet activities (by 2005)  

• Improving the range of summer 
holiday activities (by 2005) 

• Dealing with anti-social behaviour 
quickly and effectively.  

 
2. There should be more leisure 

facilities available in Quedgeley. 
 

50% of households said they would 
like a swimming pool. Other popular 
answers included more parks & play 
areas & bowling. 

 
This will be achieved by: 

 
• Testing the feasibility of a private-

sector swimming pool in 
Quedgeley (by 2006)  

• Supporting and increasing the 
use of existing sports/ leisure 
facilities, e.g. Beaufort Sports 
Centre (PR Plan 2005) 

• Increasing the provision of 
organised sports/social activities  

 
3. Local people should feel that they 

have a greater influence on the 
decisions that affect them.   

 
77% of households believe that local 
people have little or no influence over 
decisions made by councils and other 
public bodies. 89% of households 
would like the parish council to 
publicise information in Quedgeley 
News. This will be achieved by: 

 

 
“The Parish Plan is an 
important tool to 
ensure that the people 
of Quedgeley get what 
they need and 
deserve.!” 

Jonathon Magee,  

Gloucester Housing 

Association 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By now I am sure you are all aware of the result of the Parish Poll and there will no doubt be many claims and counter-
claims as to how the result should be interpreted. Following these results,  the City Council have decided to conduct a 
review of Quedgeley Parish Council. At this time we do not know what form this will take and a timescale in which it 
needs to be completed but we will keep you posted. We are obviously disappointed at this for several reasons, not at 
least the cost – borne by the taxpayer  - which could  run into  thousands of pounds. 
                                                                                                                                    Julian Powell, Chairperson QPC  

 

Parish Council to be reviewed 

• Having an effective working relationship with the Planning Authority to ensure the needs identified in this plan 
are considered when planning applications are assessed.  

• Providing monthly updates on the Parish Plan in the Quedgeley News and on Parish Notice boards.  
• Increasing the access to information about local services and providing one place to go for information about the 

work of local councils including IT access points in Quedgeley (by 2006) 
• Increasing the electoral turnout each time by 6% to reach the national averages.   
• Reducing the number of people who think they have little or no influence over decisions that affect them from 

77% to 50% (by 2008) 
 
The Parish Survey and Action Plan have been developed by Quedgeley Parish Council, Gloucester City Council, 
Gloucestershire County Council, Gloucestershire Housing Association, West Gloucestershire Primary Care Trust, 
Quedgeley  Community Trust, Police and local volunteers. These organisations are committed to working together to 
improve the quality of life enjoyed in Quedgeley and are using this Parish Plan to help deliver the priorities identified 
by the local residents.  Jonathan Magee, Community Investment Manager for Gloucester Housing Association, who 

spearheaded the project, says 
 

“The Parish Plan is an important tool to ensure that the people of Quedgeley get what they 
need and deserve  All the key organisations involved in developing the plan are committed to 
working together to improve the quality of life enjoyed in Quedgeley and are using the Plan to 
help deliver the priorities identified by the local residents.”   

 
Full reports are available from the Parish Office, The Old School House,  9C 
School Lane, Quedgeley,  Gloucester. GL2 4PJ.  Tel/ Fax 721552.   
    E-mail:quedgeleypc@btconnect.com 

 
 
 

 “A years work 

to benefit the 

residents of 

Quedgeley has 

now come to 

fruition” 

Peter 

Richardson  

Putting the Record Straight!! 

 Contrary to local reports in the Paper and comments from Mr Young, PR Consultant Sara Hobbin was brought 
on board to help support the Council to achieve it’s Quality Status. (It is of utmost importance that we achieve Quality 
Status because the Parish Council should be given more powers and a bigger pot of money to use to spend on 
improving services in Quedgeley.) It is not just a matter of one newsletter – through Sara’s work we will achieve a 
community website that will provide a vehicle for groups in the area to have their own web page free of charge, regular 
newsletters, improved communications about meetings and events, to encourage people to make use of the Parish 
Council Office and many other opportunities that will benefit the community. Work to improve the Druid’s Oak play area 
is well underway and had already been budgeted for.  
 
Sara reduced her fee to work with us and passionately believes in the valuable resource that is Quedgeley Parish 
Council. She states “as an independent person looking into the situation, if the Parish Council were to be dissolved, I am 
convinced it would be highly detrimental to the residents of Quedgeley.” 
 
If you are unhappy about any aspect of what we provide please come to the Parish Council Office where we shall be 
happy to address your concerns. This way the residents get the real facts rather than what is misreported in the local 
paper. 



Dream of being your own Boss?  

Quedegely Parish Council’s role is to improve the quality of life for Parishioners and to represent their aspirations 
and concerns at a district, county, regional and national level. 

New scheme will support Quedgeley residents in setting up their own business 
 
The New Entrepreneur Scheme Two (NEST) helps people get a start in business and residents of Quedgeley who are interested in 
setting up on their own are invited to apply for the next programme that will be delivered early next year. All Entrepreneurs attend 
business start up training and networking events run over four months, and receive additional mentoring support for up to eighteen 
months. They may also be eligible for awards of up to £3,500 towards the costs of setting up their businesses. 
 
Sharon Nash, Community Investment Officer at Gloucestershire Housing Association who is managing the scheme says:  
 
"People often have the ideas and ambition to succeed in business, but many say they find it hard to find support and finance relevant 
to their needs. The NEST Scheme for Quedgeley residents will really help people get a head start.” 
 
"We'd like to hear from anyone with an idea for a business, who needs free advice, training and funding to get their business started, 
and would be interested in a place on the NEST programme starting in January 2006." 
 
For more information please contact Sharon Nash, Community Investment Officer, Gloucestershire Housing Association on 
01452 541853/ 07836 275370 nashs@glosha.co.uk  

The Seedlings Playgroup meets Monday to Thursday 9.30 a.m. to noon during school term time in Hall 1 at your 

Community Centre—Seedlings. They came to the Parish Council seeking help as at present the number of pre-school 
children  asking for places is not enough to finance their costs. The Council does not want to see this valuable facility for 
the youngsters of Quedgeley close and have agreed to assist. You too can play your part and if you have children who 
could benefit from the playgroup please contact Judith on 728798 for more details. 
 
We are still working hard to achieve your aim of having a swimming pool in Quedgeley. Whilst we are 
looking at this why not try the Beaufort Pool at Beaufort School, Holmleigh Park, Tuffley  
                Opening times: 
                 Mon - Fri: 6.00 p.m. - 10.00 p.m. 

                 Sat: 7.30 a.m. - 1.00 p.m. 
                 Sun: 7.30 a.m. - 1.30 p.m. and 3.45 p.m. - 9.15 p.m. 
 
Litter bins – you have told us you would like more litter bins and we want to help – tell us where 
you think they should go and we will do our best. 
 
Litter collection – we have just employed another part time Litter Warden to bring the total to 
four – not only do they collect litter but they also report problems of fly-tipping, 

abandoned shopping trolleys, blockages to streams and ditches, vandalism etc. that we can arrange for 
the City Council to deal with. Let the Parish Office know where you think  there is a problem from litter 
and we will deal with it. 
 

Following wear and tear to the Druids Oak Play Area we have replaced the seats to the swings 
and refitted the entrance gate. Once the summer holidays are over we will be repainting the play 
equipment.  Two new pieces of play equipment are to be provided shortly at the Bristol Road 
Recreation Ground and the swings at Woolstrop Way Play Area are to be replaced. Do your 
children have any ideas for more play equipment in these  playgrounds? They know better than us! 
Please let the Parish Office know. 
 

Council Direct  -Do you sometimes wonder  who to ask when you have a question about a council service? Who do you call when 
your bin hasn’t been emptied? Who is responsible for issuing grants for free school meals? From the 30th of August there will be a 
computer, provided by the County Council, in the Parish Office here at Quedgeley and if our specially trained, friendly  staff are 
unable to answer your query direct then they will be able to search the Council Direct website for you or help you to do it yourself. 
 

Recent Achievements 


